IMMUNISATION

COMMON OBSERVED REACTIONS TO VACCINES AND WHAT TO DO
ALL VACCINE NEEDLES (INJECTIONS) MAY CAUSE THE FOLLOWING REACTIONS:

SOME VACCINE NEEDLES (INJECTIONS) MAY CAUSE ADDITIONAL REACTIONS:
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DTPa-hib-hep b-polio

MenCCV (meningococcal C)

VZV (varicella/chicken pox)

COMMONLY OBSERVED REACTIONS TO VACCINES

ON THE NATIONAL IMMUNISATION PROGRAM

Irritable, crying, unsettled and
generally unhappy

Drowsiness or tiredness

Localised pain, redness and swelling
at injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Muscle aches

Irritable, crying, unsettled and
generally unhappy

Loss of appetite

Headache (usually observed in
adolescent/adults)

Localised pain, redness and swelling at
injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Localised pain, redness and swelling
at injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Seen 5-26 days after vaccination:

few small red lumps or blisters (2-5 lesions)

usually at injection site which occasionally
covers other parts of the body

Drowsiness or tiredness

Localised pain, redness and swelling
at injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Muscle aches

MMR (measles/mumps/rubella) .

1-3in 100 recipients may develop
vomiting and diarrhoea up to 7 days
after vaccination

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Seen 7 to 10 days after vaccination:

Low grade temperature (fever)
lasting 2-3 days

Faint red rash (not infectious)

Head cold and/or runny nose, cough
and/or puffy eyes

Drowsiness or tiredness

Swelling of salivary glands

Localised pain, redness and swelling at
injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Drowsiness or tiredness
Muscle aches

Localised pain, redness and swelling
at injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Hib (haemophilus influenzae)

Human papillomavirus (HPV)

23vPPV & 7vPCV (pneumococcal) .

Localised pain, redness and swelling at
injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Localised pain, redness and swelling at
injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

Localised pain, redness and swelling
at injection site

Low grade temperature (fever)
Mild nausea
Mild headache

Localised pain, redness and swelling
at injection site

Occasionally injection site nodule — may
last many weeks (no treatment needed)

Low grade temperature (fever)

NOTE TO IMMUNISATION PROVIDERS: PLEASE INDICATE THE VACCINE ADMINISTERED BY TICKING THE BOX



