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[Space for surgery letterhead]
<<Patient Full Name>>
<<Patient Full Address>>
<<Date>>
Dear parent/guardian of <<patient name>>
We are writing to you because your child has been vaccinated against pneumococcal disease as part of the National Immunisation Program.

Now you can do more to protect your child 
An updated pneumococcal conjugate vaccine, Prevenar 13, is now available to help protect babies and children against serious pneumococcal disease such as meningitis, septicaemia and pneumonia. 
If your child was fully vaccinated as a baby, you’ve already helped protect them against several important pneumococcal strains. However, a number of common strains of pneumococcal bacteria that were not covered by previous pneumococcal vaccines continue to cause serious disease in children and babies. The updated vaccine, Prevenar 13, expands upon a vaccine that was routinely used in Australian babies before 2011. The updated vaccine uses the same established technology as the original vaccine, but provides coverage against six additional strains that cause serious disease today.
Make an appointment to receive a FREE supplementary catch-up vaccination 

As part of a Government-funded program, a single supplementary dose of the updated vaccine will be provided FREE to children who are 12–35 months old and will run from 1 October 2011 for 1 year only. To be eligible, your child must not have already received the new vaccine, or an alternative. The vaccine will also be provided free to babies through the National Immunisation Program. 
Our records indicate that your child is eligible for this FREE program. Please contact us on Ph: <<Insert phone number>>  to discuss this further and/or arrange an appointment for your child to receive the supplementary dose.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,

<<Doctor Name or Practice Name>>
